
The Programme
SMU’s Master of Science in Communication Management 
is South-East Asia’s only University degree in corporate 
communication. It is a joint programme conducted with 
the world renowned Executive Master of Science in 
Communications Management at the Università della 
Svizzera italiana (USI), Lugano, Switzerland.

The twelve-month, degree-awarding curriculum starts 
in February and is delivered on Friday evenings and 
weekends at the SMU-campus in the epicentre of Asian 
business. Students jointly spend one week in 
Switzerland and 10 consecutive days at UCLA 
in Los Angeles.

Alternatively, students can take 10 courses taught in 
Singapore and earn a graduate diploma in public 
relations awarded by SMU and IPRS.

The communication profession is growing, but is 
suffering from a dramatic lack of senior talent in Asia.  
The curriculum has been designed together with industry 
leaders and associations, e.g. IPRS, Global Alliance for 
Public Relations and Communication Management.  

Instructors include Professor Paul Argenti, known as a 
pioneer of modern corporate communication, 
Professor Leslie de Chernatony, the global thought leader 
on branding and many others that set the standards of 
the communication industry.  

“Students will have an opportunity 
to interact with some of the 
world’s leading academics and the 
profession’s most influential 
thinkers. As a result, they are in line 
to become the next generation of 
international leaders in 
corporate communication.”
Professor Paul Argenti
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The Locations
The Università della Svizzera italiana (USI - www.usi.ch) – 
also known as University of Lugano – is part of the 
federal Swiss University system and the only Swiss 
University with a fully-fledged communications faculty. 
It’s Executive Master of Science in Communications 
Management (www.mscom.usi.ch) is a part-time, 
postgraduate programme specifically designed for 
experienced corporate communications professionals. 
Launched in 1999, it links the latest academic research 
with best practices from the world of business. 

“Our students in Singapore and 
Switzerland will develop a global 
network that will remain an 
asset for life”
Professor Francesco Lurati
Academic Director Executive MScom Program 
at USI

Ranked number 11 in London’s Times Higher Education 
rankings (2010-2011), UCLA is one of the world’s great 
research universities. 

The UCLA Anderson School of Management ranks among 
the top-tier business schools in the world and has an 
award-winning faculty renowned for research and 
teaching - http://www.anderson.ucla.edu/

The Students
Communication professionals with a good first degree, 
relevant work experience and the dedication to succeed 
in a very rigorous programme.

The Compulsory Courses
• Finance • Strategy • Crisis Management    
• Negotiations Behaviour • Corporate Governance    
• Human Resource Management
• Societies, Communities and Governments Across Asia
• Digital Communication Across Asia
• Global Journalism • Global Information Economy
• Leading Organisations Across Cultures    
• Public Sector Communication • Global Public Relations
• Management of Stakeholder Communications
• Employee Communication • Brand Management
• Managing Corporate Transitions  • Leadership
• Communication Theory • Quantitative Methods  
• Financial & Investor Relations • Communication Law

Plus site visits, guest talks and excursions in:
• Singapore  • Zurich  • Los Angeles

The Small Print
Application fee: S$50.00
Registration fee: S$400.00
Tuition fee for the Master Programme: 
S$38,000 
payable in four installments. 

This includes tuition, programme and project related 
fees, course materials, educational outings, coffee 
breaks. Excluded are travel to and from Singapore, Lugano 
and LA as well as accomodation in Singapore, Lugano and LA.

Graduate Diploma
in Public Relations
Tuition for the Graduate Diploma: 
S$25,000 
payable in two installments. 

This includes tuition, programme and project related fees, course 
materials, educational outings, coffee breaks. Excluded is travel 
to and from Singapore.

Credits can be awarded for graduate courses completed at 
reputable Universities, e.g. NUS, NTU, HKUST, CityUHK, UHK. 

Full credits are awarded to students with an SMU-IPRS graduate 
diploma in public relations if they subsequently enroll into the 
Master Programme.

“The curriculum at SMU gives 
graduates the best pedigree 
possible to move up and thrive 
in executive roles”
Ng Wei Joo
President of IPRS and 
Head of Group Communications
UOB

Scholarship
WDA is offering scholarships under the Skills Training for 
Excellence Programme (STEP) for the Creative Industries. 
All scholarships cover 90% of tuition fees and 
additional SGD2,000 for books. They are awarded to 
selected employer-sponsored Singaporean students.


